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The Hanifite In Pre-Islamic Poetry
Abstract

If one carefully examines the modern studies regarding Arab Pre-
Islamic poetry, one will see that the word Hanifiyyah (Hanifites) is
mentioned in most of those studies. Despite the fact that the main
subject of the studies concerned is either al- Wathaniyyah (polytheism),
or al — Shirk (paganism), the word al — Hunafa’ (sincere Moslems) is
repeatedly mentioned there. It refers to a certain group of people who
used to live in the Pre-Islamic period widely known as Jahilyyah. We
believe that each of the writers we are talking about here relied on and
referred to what has been stated in the Sirah (biography) of the prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him.

The findings arrived at in this study could be summed up as follows:

1- The concept of the word “Islam” did not change throughout the long
period starting from the time of Ibrahim until that of Muhammad, peace
be upon both of them, as it was used to indicate both al — Hanafiyyah
and al — tawhid (Unitarianism). On the other hand, al — wathaniyyah
used to be the name of every belief other than Islam .

2- After the time of Isma’il - peace be upon him - Arabs became
polytheists, except those who used to believe in Christianity, or those
who used to be described as Jews. Since that time, Pre — Islamic poetry
started to express the ideas of polytheism. In other words, it began to
have nothing to do with unitarianism.
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